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Partnering with a School 

District for Community 

Induction Cooking Classes



Goals
• Support the City of Santa Clara’s 

Climate Action Plan

• Promote energy efficiency and 
electrification

• Educate about induction technology

• Promote health and safety benefits 
of induction cooking

• Overcome bias for gas cooking

• Gain hands on experience with 
induction technology



Background

• Considered a loaner program

– Existing Tool Lending Library

• Concerns about maintaining equipment

– Consulted with the Food Service Technology Center (FSTC)

• Wanted a residential cooking experience for public 
classes

– Approached Santa Clara Unified School District (SCUSD) Adult 

Education Department 

– Provide a fun way to try the technology and learn to cook 

something new



Existing Conditions

• 5 residential electric ranges

• 1 residential electric cooktop

• Older pots and pans 

– Not magnetic

• Adult cooking classes offered year round

• Student summer camp cooking program

• Cooking instructors unfamiliar with induction 
technology

• SCUSD excited about partnership opportunity



Getting Started

• Structured as a grant to retrofit ranges/cooktop and 
replace pots and pans

• Consulted with FSTC on induction equipment 
selection

• SCUSD staff selected cookware to meet class needs

• Developed educational handout for classes

• Hired FSTC for training

– In person training by FSTC chef

– On demand training for future cooking instructors

• First class offered in 2021



Front Back

Educational Material



The Partnership

Silicon Valley Power 
provided a grant of   

~ $13,000 for 
equipment/cookware

Training for Cooking 
Staff

~ $4500 for in person 
training and on demand 

video for future instructor 
onboarding

Annual grants to 
cover 100% of 
course costs

Up to $5,000 per year.

 Residents pay $19 to limit 
“no shows”. 

Nonresidents pay full price.

 SCUSD can reinvest funds 
into the cooking program

Not all courses are 
induction cooking 

classes

These do not receive utility 
sponsorship and attendees 

pay full price



Benefits

• 75-150 residents per year try induction cooking

– Learn a variety of new recipes

– Try new cuisines

• Residents happy with sponsored cooking classes

• Marketing handled by SCUSD

– Little ongoing effort by utility staff

• Periodic social media promotion

• Increased awareness of our induction cooking rebate 
program

• Increased participation in Adult Education cooking 
classes



Team Building & Education

Staff learn about 
induction cooking with 
hands-on experience
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