
Innovations in CCA Programs and Energy 
Efficiency Policy

A Sonoma Clean Power Perspective



Sonoma Clean Power 
Background
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• Not-for-profit public agency that started serving customers in 2014.

• Generates electricity for approximately 600,000 customers in California’s 
Sonoma and Mendocino counties.

• 42% renewable sources, 90% greenhouse gas free.

• Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) provides distribution of electricity.

• 87% customer participation rate.

• Ability to offer customer programs.  Customers also eligible for all 
distribution utility (PG&E) programs.
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Programs Philosophy
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It’s All About the GHGs
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It’s All About the GHGs
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Support Existing Programs and Fill Market 
Gaps



Disrupting the Market: 
Buildings
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• Small scale pilots for emerging, non-cost effective 
technologies.

• Layer incentives onto existing IOU programs that 
reflect greenhouse gas benefits
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• Create a single platform (GridSavvy) for demand 
response in Sonoma Clean Power service territory.  
Ensure incentivized energy efficiency technologies can 
receive signal.

• Use technologies to load shape.  Pass financial benefit 
onto customers with one-time incentives and bill 
credits.
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• Continue to provide cleaner, local resources.

• Create “community solar” like option for customers 
that can’t install roof-top solar.
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AEL = The Annual Electric Load estimated in Title 24 compliance 
documentation (kWh)

Prepayment Obligation = 20 yrs x AEL x EverGreen Premium x 0.83

The 20-yr forward estimate of SCP’s EverGreen premium is 2.9 cents per kWh 
in 2018 dollars. The factor of 0.83 is to discount the stream of costs by 2% 
annually. Therefore, the total pre-payment obligation for an all-electric home 
could be around:

20 yrs x (12 mos x 1,050 kWh) x 0.029 x 0.83 = $6,065

The process would then have a developer/owner pre-pay the $6,065 into an 
account for procuring local renewable sources, and the occupant of the home 
would pay the CleanStart rate for energy while receiving EverGreen for 
twenty years. The benefit would remain with the property, as it is sold, just 
like a solar array.



Questions?

Rachel Kuykendall – rkuykendall@sonomacleanpower.org
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